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When I look back at my four years in college, ETP (English Taught Program) gave
me much more than the opportunity to take English-taught courses, it was a community of
individuals who were eager to experience an ongoing growth and learning process in and out
of the classroom. Transitioning from high school to college, I was unsure of what my plan
was and what I wanted to achieve. However, being a part of ETP allowed me to freely
explore my strengths and weaknesses; likes and dislikes and gradually discover my future
career plan.

First, I had the opportunity to take many business courses taught in English, which
helped prepare me for my job today, where I interact with colleagues/clients from all over

the world and English speaking, reading, and writing capabilities are a must. I took
Economics, Accounting, Investments, and many more courses that helped build a solid
foundation as a business major. By immersing myself in an environment with a diverse
teaching model, I not only learned through taking the usual examinations, but also
through collaborations on team presentations.

Second, by getting involved in a semester volunteer course at the Office of
International Programs (OIP) I was offered many opportunities to participate in
extracurricular activities. I began as a campus tour guide and then transitioned on to become
a short-term study abroad program buddy, where I planned 7-12 day cultural and
educational activities for students from Purdue University and University of Melbourne.
Through these experiences, I began to shape a diligent work ethic where pro-activity,
teamwork, and determination were some of the key pillars. More importantly, I made
lifelong friends who are extremely talented, kind, and hardworking; friends who have
shaped me into the person I am today.

Finally, ETP gave me a different perspective and broad exposure into life within and
beyond university. Rather than being constrained within required courses and doing the
bare minimum, I was reminded how important it is go out of your comfort zone and have
the courage to explore your potential. All of the time and effort I dedicated to ETP and OIP
were genuinely some of the greatest learning experiences and I am forever grateful for all
the professors, students, and faculty I met.

Everyone’s journey is different and our definitions of success may vary but what
ETP gives you is the opportunity to challenge yourself and the perspective to look beyond
the short term. As I look back, I am extremely grateful I was a part of the ETP family and
immersed myself in all that the program had to offer, as I am now more than ready to take
on all the challenges of the future.

